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SYLLABUS 
 
1.  Classical Indian Philosophy  

Vedic and Upanisadic world-views: Ṛta-the cosmic order, the divine and 
the human realms; the centrality of the institution of yajña (sacrifice), the 
concept of ṛṇa-duty/obligation; theories of creation  

 
Ātman−Self (and not-self), jāgrat, suṣupti and turīya, Brahman, śreyas and 
preyas  

 
Karma, saṃsāra, mokṣa 

 
Cārvāka: Pratyakṣa as the only pramāṇa, critique of anumāna and śabda, 
rejection of non-material entities and of dharma and mokṣa.  

 
Jainism: Concept of reality-sat, dravya, guṇa, paryāya, jīva, ajīva, 
anekāntavāda, syādvāda and nayavāda; theory of knowledge; bondage and 
liberation.  

 
Buddhism: Four noble truths, aṣṭaṅgamārga, nirvāṇa, madhyam pratipad, 
pratītyasamutpāda, kṣaṇabhaṅgavāda, anātmavāda 

 
Schools of Buddhism: Vaibhāṣika, Sautrāntika, Yogācāra and Mādhyamika 

 
Nyāya: Pramā and apramā, prāmāṇya and aprāmāṇya; pramāṇa: 
pratyakṣa nirvikalpaka, savikalpaka, laukika and alaukika; anumāna 
:anvayavyātireka, lingaparāmarśa vpāpti; classification: vyāptigrahopāyas, 
hetvābhāsa, upamāna; śabda : Śakti lakṣaṇā, ākāṇkṣā, yogyatā, sannidhi 
and tātparya, concept of God, arguments for the existence of God, adṛṣṭa, 
niḥśryeasa 

 



Vaiśeṣika: Concepts of padārtha, dravya, guṇa, karma, sāmānya, 
samavāya, viśeṣa, abhāua, causation: Asatkāryavāda, samavāyi, asamavāyi 
nimitta kāraṇa, paramāṇuvāda, adṛṣṭa, niḥśiryeas  

 
Sāṃkhya: Satkāryavāda, prakṛti and its evolutes, arguments for the 
existence of prakṛti, nature of puruṣa, arguments for the existence and 
plurality of puruṣa relationship between puruṣa and prakṛti, kaivalya, 
atheism 

 
Yoga: Patanjali's concept of citta and citta-vṛtti, eight-fold path of yoga, the 
role of God in yoga. 

 
Purva-Mīmāṃsā 
 
Śruti and its importance, atheism of pūrvamīmāṁsā, classification of 
śrutivākyas, vidhi, niṣedha and arthavāda, dharma, bhāvanā, 
sabdanityavāda, jātiśaktivāda 

 
Kumarila and Prabhakara Schools of mīmāṃsā and their major points of 
difference, tripuṭi-saṃvit, jñātatā, abhāva and anupalabdhi, 
anvitābhidhanavāda, abihitānvayavāda 

 
Vedānta 

 
Advaita−Rejection of difference: Adhyāsa, māyā, three grades of sattā, jīva, 
jīvanmukti, vivartavāda 
 
Viśiṣṭādvaita: Saguṇa Brahman, refutation of māyā, apṛthaksiddhi, 
pariṇāmavāda, jīva, bhakti and prapatti 
 
Dvaita−Rejection of nirguṇa brahman and māyā, bheda and sākṣī, bhakti  

 
2.  Modern Indian Thinkers  

 Vivekananda−Practical Vedanta, Universal religion 
 Aurobindo−Evolution, mind and supermind, integral yoga 
 Iqbal-Self, God, Man and superman 

 Tagore−Religion of man, Ideas on education 



K. C. Bhattacharyya−Concept of philosophy, subject as freedom, the 
doctrine of māyā 

 Radhakrishnan−Intellect and intuition, the idealist view of life 
 J. Krishnamurti−Freedom from the known, analysis of self 
 Gandhi−Non-violence, satyāgraha, swaraj, critique of modern 
civilization 
 Ambedkar−Varṇa and the caste system, Neo-Buddhism 
 
 

3. Classical Western Philosophy  
Early Greek philosophers, Plato and Aristotle  

 Ionians, Pythagoras, Parmenides, Heraclitus and Democritus 
 The Sophists and Socrates  

Plato−Theory of knowledge, knowledge (episteme) and opinion 
(doxa), theory of Ideas, the method of dialectic, soul and God. 
Aristotle−Classification of the sciences, the theoretical, the practical 
and the productive (theoria, praxis, techne), logic as an organon, 
critique of Plato's theory of Ideas, theory of causation, form and 
matter, potentiality and actuality, soul and God 

 Medieval Philosophy 
 St. Augustine−Problem of evil 
 St. Anselm−Ontological argument 

St. Thomas Aquinas−Faith and Reason, essence and existence, the 
existence of God 

 
4.  Modern Western Philosophy  
 

Rationalism 
 
Descartes: Conception of method and the need for method in 
philosophy, clarity and distinctness as the criterion of truth, doubt and 
methodological scepticism, the cogito−intuition or inference? innate 
ideas, the ‘real’ distinction between mind and matter, role of God, 
proofs for the existence of God, mind-body interactionalism 
 
Spinoza: Substance, Attribute and Mode, the concept of ‘God or 
Nature’ the mind-body problem, pantheism, three orders of knowing 



 
Leibniz: Monadology, truths of reason and truths of fact, innateness of 
all ideas, proofs for the existence of God, principles of non-
contradiction, sufficient reason and identity of indiscernible, the 
doctrine of pre-established harmony, problem of freedom and 
philosophy  
 
Empiricism 
 
Locke: Ideas and their classification, refutation of innate ideas, theory 
of knowledge, three grades of knowledge, theory of substance, 
distinction between primary and secondary qualities  
 
Berkeley: Rejection of the distinction between primary and secondary 
qualities, immaterialism, critique of abstract ideas, esse est percipi, the 
problem of solipsism; God and self 
 
Hume: Impressions and ideas, knowledge concerning relations of ideas 
and knowledge concerning matters of fact, induction and causality, the 
external world and the self, personal identity, rejection of metaphysics, 
scepticism, reason and the passions 
 
Critical Philosophy and After 
 
Kant: The critical philosophy, classification of judgements, possibility 
of synthetic a priori judgements, the Copernican revolution, forms of 
sensibility, categories of understanding, the metaphysical and the 
transcendental deduction of the categories, phenomenon and noumenon, 
the Ideas of Reason-soul, God and world as a whole, freedom and 
immortality, rejection of speculative metaphysics. 
 
Hegel: The conception of Geist (spirit), the dialectical method, concepts 
of being, non-being and becoming, absolute idealism.  
 
Nietzsche: Critique of western culture, will to power. 
 



Moore: Refutation of idealism, defence of commonsense, philosophy 
and analysis.  
 
Russell: Refutation of idealism, logic as the essence of philosophy, 
logical atomism.  
 
Wittgenstein: Language and reality, facts and objects, names and 
propositions, the picture theory, philosophy and language, meaning and 
use, forms of life.  
 
Husserl: The Husserlian method, intentionality 
 
Heidegger: Being and nothingness, man as being-in-the-world, critique 
of technological civilization  
 
Logical Positivism: The verifiability theory of meaning, the 
verification principle, rejection of metaphysics, unity of science  
 
C S Pierce and William James: Pragmatic theories of meaning and 
truth  
 
G Ryle: Systematically misleading expressions, category mistake, 
concept of mind, critique of Cartesian dualism 

 

Philosophical Concepts 
 

I 
Vyāvahārika and Pāramārthika Sattā 
Nitya and Anitya Dravya 
Kāraṇatā  
Ākāśa, Dik and Kāla  
Sāmānya and Sambandha  
Cit, Acit and Ātman  
 
II 
Appearance and reality  
Being and becoming 



Causality, Space and Time  
Matter, Mind and Self  
Substance and Universals  
The problem of personal identity  
 
III  
Pramā 
Kinds of Pramāṇas  
Khyātivāda  
Prāmāṇyavāda  
Anvitābhidhānavāda and Anbhihitānvayavāda 
Śabdagraha  
 
IV 
Definition of Knowledge  
Ways of knowing  
Theories of error  
Theories of truth 
Belief and scepticism  
Problem of induction  
 
V  
Concept of Pratyakṣa in Nyāya 
Concept of Pratyakṣa in Buddhism 
Concept of Pratyakṣa in Śāṁkara Vedanta  
Nature and kinds of Anumana 
Definition and Nature of Vyapti  
Hetvabhasas 
 
 
 
VI  
Ṛṇa and Ṛta  
Puruṣārthas, Svadharma  
Varṇadharma and Āsramadharma  
Niṣkāmakarma and Lokasaṁgraha  
Pañcaśīla and Triratnas  



Brahmavihāras  
 
VII  
Good, Right, justice  
Duty and obligation  
Cardinal Virtues  
Eudaemonism  
Freedom and responsibility  
Crime and punishment  
 
VIII  
Ethical cognitivism and non-cognitivism 
Ethical realism and intuitionism 
Kant's moral theory  
Kinds of utilitarianism  
Human rights and social disparities 
Feminism  
 
IX  
Truth and validity 
Nature of propositions 
Categorical syllogism  
Laws of thought  
Classification of propositions  
Square of opposition  
 
X  
Truth-Functions and propositional logic 
Quantification and rules of quantification  
Decision procedures  
Proving validity 
Argument and argument-form  
Axiomatic system, consistency, completeness  
  



 

Hkkjrh; nk'kZfud vuqla/kku ifj"kn~ 

ubZ fnYyh 

ikBîØe 

 

1- çkphu Hkkjrh; n'kZu 

oSfnd ,oa vkSifu"kn~ fo'o&–f"V _r&fo'oO;oLFkk nSoh; ,oa ekuoh; {ks=h; ;K laLFkku dh dsUæhHkwrrk] _.k dh 
vo/kkj.kk&dÙkZO;/uSfrd ck/;rk; l`f"V ds fl)kUr 

vkRek ,oa vukRek] tkxzr Lo:i] lq"kqfIr rFkk rqjh; czã] Js;% rFkk çs;%  

deZ] lalkj] eks{k  

pkokZd% çR;{kek= çek.k] vuqeku rFkk 'kCn dh leh{kk] vHkkSfrd inkFkksaZ] /keZ rFkk eks{k dk fujkdj.k 

tSu n'kZu% oLrq dh vo/kkj.kk&lr~ æO;] xq.k] i;kZ;] tho] vtho] vusdkUrokn] L;k}kn vkSj u;okn] Kkuehekalk] cU/k ,oa eks{k 

ckS)/keZ%  pkj vk;Z lR;] v"VkaXkekxZ] fuokZ.k e/;e çfrin] çrhR;leqRikn] {k.kHkaXkokn] vukReokn 

ckS)n'kZu ds lEçnk;% oSHkkf"kd] lkS=kfUrd] ;ksxkpkj rFkk ek/;fed 

U;k;% çek rFkk vçHkk] çkek.; ,oa vçek.;] çek.k: çR;{k] fufoZdYid] lfodYid] ykSfdd vkSj vykSfdd] vuqeku: 
vU;oO;frjsd] fyMXijke'kZ] O;kfIr] oxhZdj.k% O;kfIrxzgksik;] gsRokHkkl] mieku] 'kCn% 'kfä] y{k.kk vkdka{kk] ;ksX;rk] lfUUkf/k 
rFkk rkRi;Z] bZ'oj dh vo/kkj.kk: bZ'oj dh vfLrRoflf) ds fy, ;qfä;k¡] v–"V] fu%Js;l 

oS'ksf"kd% inkFkksaZ dh vo/kkj.kk] æO;] xq.k] deZ] lkekU;] leok;] fo'ks"k] vHkko] dkj.krk% vlRdk;Zokn] leokf;] vleokf;] 
fufeÙk dkj.k] ijek.kqokn] v–"V] fu%Js;l 

lka[;% lRdk;Zokn] ç—fr vkSj mlds ifj.kke] ç—fr dh vfLrRoflf) ds fy, ;qfä;k¡] iq#"k dk  Lo:i vfLrRo vkSj cgqRo ds 
fy, ;qfä;k¡] iq#"k vkSj ç—fr dk lEcU/k] dSoY;] fujh'ojokn 

;ksx% ir¥tfy dh fpÙk&òfÙk;ksa dh vo/kkj.kk] ;ksx dk v"VkaXkekxZ] ;ksx esa bZ'oj dh Hkwfedk  

iwoZehekalk% Jqfr rFkk mldk egRo] iwoZehekalk dk vuh'ojokn] Jf̀rokD;ksa dk oxhZdj.k] fof/k] fu"ks/k vkSj vFkZokn] /keZ] Hkkouk] 
'kCnkfuR;okn] tkfr'kfäokn 

ehekalk ds dqekfjy ,oa çHkkdj lEçnk; rFkk muds çeq[k erHksn] f=iqVh&lafoR] Kkrrk] vHkko vkSj vuqiyfC/k] 
vfUorkfHk/kkuokn] vfHkfgrkUo;okn 

osnkUr% v}Sr% Hksn fujkl: v/;kl] ek;k] lÙkk =Sfo/;] tho] thoUeqfä] foorZokn 

fof'k"Vk}Sr: lxq.k czã] ek;k dk fujkdj.k] vìFkfDlf)] ifj.kkeokn] tho] Hkfä ,oa çifÙk  

}Sr% fuxqZ.k czã ,oa ek;k dk fujkdj.k] Hksn rFkk lk{kh] Hkfä 

2- vk/kqfud Hkkjrh; fpUrd 

foosdkuUn: O;kogkfjd osnkUr] lkoZHkkSe /keZ 

vjfoUn: fodkl] eu vkSj vfreu lexz ;ksx 



bdcky: vkRek] bZ'oj] ekuo] vkSj vfrekuo 

VSxksj: ekuo/keZ] f'k{kk lEcU/kh fopkj 

ds-lh- Hkêkpk;:Z n'kZu dh vo/kkj.kk] fo"k; dh LokraR;Z:irk] ek;kokn 

jk/kk—".kU: cqf) rFkk vUr%çKk] thou dh vkn'kZijd –f"V 

ts- —".kewfr:Z Ks;LokraR;Z] vkRefo'ys"k.k 

xk¡/kh: vfgalk] lR;kxzg] Lojkt] vk/kqfud lH;rk dh leh{kk 

vEcsMdj o.kZ ,oa tkfr O;oLFkk] uO;&ckS)okn 

 

3- çkphu ik'pkR; n'kZu 

çkphu xzhd n'kZfud] IysVks vkSj vjLrw 

vk;ksfuvUl] ik;Fkkxksjl] ikjeukbMl] gsjkfDyVal vkSj MsekfØVl 

lksfQLV vkSj lqdjkr 

IysVks: Kkuehekalk] Kku vkSj er] çR;; fl)kUr] }kU}kRedrk dh i)fr] vkRek vkSj bZ'oj 

vjLrw: foKkuksa dk oxhZdj.k] lS)kfUrd] O;kogkfjd rFkk vkSRikfnd] rdZ'kkL= dk vaxhHkwr Lo:i] IysVks ds çR;; fl)kUr dh 
vkykspuk] dkj.krk fl)kUr] vkdkj ,oa tM+æO;] laHkkO;rk ,oa lkdkjrk] vkRek vkSj bZ'oj 

e/;dkyhu n'kZu 

lsaV vkxLVhu v'kqHk dh leL;k 

lsaV vWULyse lÙkk'kkL=h; ;qfä  

lsaV Fkkel vDdsukl J)k vkSj cqf) lkjrÙo ,oa vfLrRo] bZ'oj dk vfLrRo 

4- vk/kqfud ik'pkR; n'kZu 

cqf)okn 

MsdkrZ% nk'kZfud i)fr dh vo/kkj.kk vkSj n'kZu ds fy, i)fr dh vko';drk] lR; dh dlkSVh ds :i esa Li"Vrk vkSj 
lqfuf'prrk] la'k; ,oa la'k;okn] ^dksftVks*&var%çKk ;k vuqeku\ tEutkrd çR;;] ^lR* eu vkSj tM+æO; esa Hksn] bZ'oj dh 
Hkwfedk] bZ'oj ds vfLrRo ds fy, ;qfä;k¡] nsg&eu vUrfØZ;kokn 

fLiukstk: æO;] xq.k o çdkj] ^bZ'oj ;k fulxZ* dh vo/kkj.kk] nsg&eu leL;k] losZ'ojokn] KkuçfØ;k ds rhu Lrj 

ykbCuht: eksusMksykth ¼fpn.kqokn½] cqf) rFkk rF; fo"k;d lR;ksa esa Hksn] çR;;ksa dk tUetkr :i] bZ'oj ds vfLrRo ds fy, 
;qfä;k¡] vfojks/k] i;kZIr dkj.k rFkk vfo#)ksa esa rknkRE; ds rRo] iwoZ&LFkkfir lkeatL; dk fl)kUr] LokraR;Z rFkk n'kZu dh 
leL;k 

vuqHkookn 

ykWd% çR;; rFkk mudk oxhZdj.k] tUetkr çR;;ksa dh vkykspuk] Kkuehekalk] Kku ds rhu Lrj] æO; fo"k;d fl)kUr] 
çkFkfed rFkk xkS.k xq.kksa esa Hksn 

cdZys% çkFkfed rFkk xkS.k xq.kksa dk [k.Mu] vHkkSfrdokn] vewrZ çR;;ksa dh vkykspuk] –f"V&l̀f"Vokn ¼,ls&,LV&iflZik;½] 
vgaek=rkokn dh leL;k] bZ'oj vkSj vkRe 



g;wEk% çR;; ,oa laLdkj] çR;;&fo"k;d lEcU/k rFkk oLrqfLFkfr&fo"k;d lEcU/k dk Kku] vkxeu rFkk dkj.krk] cká txr~ ,oa 
vkRe] oS;fäd rknkRE;] rÙoehekalk dk [k.Mu] la'k;okn] cqf) ,oa Hkkouk leh{kkn'kZu vkSj rnqijkUr 

dkUV% leh{kkn'kZu] fu.kZ;ksa dk oxhZdj.k] la'ys"kkRed çkxuqHkfod fu.kZ; dh lEHkkouk] dksifuZdh; Økafr] bafæ; vuqHko ds 
ek/;e] cqf) dh ewy /kkj.kk,a¡] çiapkRed ,oa ewy oLrq,¡] rF; vkSj ijklÙk] cqf) ds çR;;&vkRek] bZ'oj rFkk txr~ dk lEiw.kZ] 
LokraR;Z ,oa vejrk] ladYiukRed rÙoehekalk'kkL= dk [k.Mu 

gsxsy vkRek ¼fpfÙk½ dh vo/kkj.kk] }U}kRed ç.kkyh] lÙkk] vlÙkk rFkk la?kVuk dh vo/kkj.kk,¡] fujis{k çR;;okn 

uhR'ks% if'peh lH;rk dh vkykspuk] lkeF;Z&ladYi 

ewj% çR;;okn dk [k.Mu] lkekU; le> dk leFkZu] n'kZu vkSj fo'ys"k.k 

jlsy% çR;;okn dk [k.Mu] n'kZu ds lkj :i esa rdZ'kkL=] rkfdZd v.kqokn 

foV~xsULVkbZu% Hkk"kk vkSj l}Lrq]rF; vkSj fo"k;] uke vkSj çfrKkfIr;kW] fp= fl)kUr] n'kZu vkSj Hkk"kk] 'kCnkFkZ vkSj Þmai;ksx] 
thou ds çdkj  

gqlyZ% gqlyZ dh ç.kkyh] fo"k;ksUeq[krk ¼fo"k;kfHkxrrk ;k foy is{krk½ 

gkbMsxj% lÙkk lkSj vlÙkk] txr esa LFkkfir lrk ds :i esa euq";] rduhdh lH;rk dh vkykspuk 

rdhZ; çR;;okn: vFkZ dk lR;kiurk fl)kUr] lR;kiu dk rÙo] rRoehekalk dk [k.Mu] foKkuksa dk ,dhdj.k  

lhå ,lå ihvlZ vkSj fofy;etsXl% vFkZ rFkk lRa; ds] vFkZfØ;kRed fl)kUr 

thå jkby% Hkzked * vfHkO;fä;ksa dk fl)kUr] Js.khijd Hkwy] eu dh vo/kkj.kk] & MsØkVhZ; }Srokn dh vkykspuk 

nk'kZfud vo/kkj.kk,¡ 

1- 

O;kogkfjd rFkk ikjekfFkZd lÙkk 

fuR; ,oa vfuR; æO; 

dkj.krk 

vodk'k] fnd~ rFkk dky 

lkekU; ,oa lEcU/k 

fpRr] vfpr~ rFkk vkReUk 

2- 

vkHkkl vkSj lRk~ 

lr~ ,oa la?kVuk ¼fcdfeax½ 

dkj.krk] ns'k rFkk dky 

tM+ÙkRo] eu ¼ekbUM½ ,oa vkRe 

æO; r;k lkekU; ¼lkoZHkkSe çR;;½ 

oS;fäd rknkRE; ¼ilZuy vkbMssUVhVh½ dh leL;k 

 



3- 

çek.k ds çdkj 

[;kfrokn 

çkek.;okn 

vfUorkfHk/kkuokn ,oa vfHkfgrkUo;okn  

'kCnxzg 

4- 

Kku dh ifjHkk"kk 

Kku ds lk/ku  

HkzkfUr ds fl}kUr 

lR; ds fl)kUr 

fo'okl rFkk lansgokn 

vkxeu dh leL;k 

5- 

U;k; esa çR;{k dh vo/kkj.kk 

ckS) n'kZu esa çR;{k dh vo/kkj.kk  

'kkadj osnkUr esa çR;{k dh vo/kkj.kk 

vuqeku dk Lo#i ,oa çdkj 

O;kfIr dh ifjHkk"kk ,oa Lo#i  

gsRokHkkl 

6- 

_.k rFkk _r 

iq#"kkFkZ ] Lo/keZ 

o.kZ&/keZ rFkk vkJe/keaZ 

fu"dkedeZ ,oa yksdlaxzg 

iap'khy rFkk f=jRu 

czãfogkj 

7- 

'kqHk] mfpr] U;k; 

dÙkZO; ,oa uSfrd ck/;rk 



ç/kku lnxq.k 

;qMkeksfuTe 

Lora=rk ,oa mÙkjnkf;Ro 

vijk/k ,oa naM 

8- 

uhfr'kkL=hZ; laKkuokn rFkk vlaKkuokn 

uhfr'kkL=hZ; oLrqokn rk'k vUrçZKkokn 

dkaV dk uSfrd fl)kUr 

mi;ksfxrkokn ds çdkj 

ekuo vf/kdkj ,oa lkekftd vlekurk 

L=hokn 

9- 

lR; ,oa oS/krk 

rdZokD; dk Lo:i 

fujis{k U;k;okD; 

fopkj ds fu;e - 

rdZokD;ksa dk oxhZdj.k 

fojks/k dk prq"dks.k 

 

10- 

ÞrkfdZd Qyu ,oa fo/kku&rdZ'kkL= - 

ifjek.ku ,oa ifjek.ku ds fu;e 

fu.kZ; dha çfØ;k 

oS/krk dh fl)kUr 

;qfäokn r;k ;qfäokn dk vkdkj 

Lo;afl) ç.kkyh] lqlaxfr] iw.kZrk 

 

 

 

 


